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Hello, and welcome to DIVA magazine’s 
first ever Wedding Special! Feast your 
eyes on 36 pages of inspo, advice, and real 
life wedding stories from DIVA readers, 
as well as pages and pages of LGBTQI 
friendly venues for those of you looking for 
the perfect spot to say I Do. 

Our annual Wedding Issue is always 
one of our favourites, but it doesn’t touch 
the sides. We hear from so many of you, 
disappointed with the offerings in tradi-
tional wedding magazines, and one issue 
of DIVA a year does little to redress the 
balance. 

I know, from my own engagement all 
those moons ago, that there was abso-
lutely nothing for me in those publications. 
No brides who looked like me. No stories 
that spoke to me. Nine years and one law 
change later and sadly, not much has 
changed. 

But representation, as we know, is 
vitally important. Marriage equality in law 
is one thing but how will we ever really 
feel equal if we don’t see ourselves reflected 
back at us? So this is a small attempt to 
put same-sex wedding stories centre stage. 

One of those stories, cover stars Emma 
and Carly, married exactly one year ago 
this month. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to wish them the happiest of anniversaries 
from everyone at DIVA. Your story capti-
vated all of us, and we’ve absolutely loved 
being a part of your story. Wishing you all 
the happiness you so richly deserve... 

EDITOR’S LETTER

WELCOME!

Carrie Lyell
carrie@divamag.co.uk   |   @Seej

Subscribe to DIVA
Hey, hot stuff! 

Want a monthly date with your favourite magazine? 
Then turn to page 28 and #SubscribeWithPride...

WELCOME
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pinkweddingvenues.co.uk  PinkWeddingVenues     @PinkVenues     pinkweddingvenues

From Country Clubs to Coastal Venues with incredible views. From romantic Castles 
to intimate Windmills….Pink Wedding Venues has them all!

If you’re looking for an elopement venue for two or a party venue for hundreds, Pink Wedding Venues has an 
amazing selection of Wedding Venues, from all across the UK, which will be perfect for your big day celebrations.

With nearly 700 stunning LGBT+ friendly wedding venues to choose from, all of which are proud to support and 
welcome same-sex weddings, visit Pink Wedding Venues – We’re all about the venue, YOUR perfect Wedding Venue!

You’ve found the who... We’ve found the where!

Ashdown Park Hotel & Country Club, East Sussex

Highfield Park, Hampshire

Lower Barns, Cornwall

Cley Windmill, Norfolk

Leasowe Castle Hotel, Merseyside

Ocean Kave, North Devon



Emma and Carly: 
one year on

DIVA CATCHES UP WITH OUR WEDDING 
COMPETITION WINNERS 12 MONTHS ON 
WORDS CARRIE LYELL
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months as a family of four, and from a 
distance, was challenging at times but 
travelling to Brighton meant we ex-
perienced some fabulous days – and 
meals – out. Part of planning our cer-
emony with Sam from Infinite Love 
(infinitelove.uk), involved completing a 
questionnaire about why we love each 
other, our quirks as individuals and 
our hopes as we went through our 
marriage. This really opened our eyes 
as to who we were as a couple and 
our distinct personality traits.

How was the wedding itself?
We were so fortunate to have some 
amazing people supporting us through 
our wedding day. Dan Chapman and 
Sarah Jane made us feel so at ease 
the morning of our wedding, while 
the music and champagne flowed. It 
was an amazingly relaxed start to our 
beautiful day. Once our flowers arrived 
from Kerry (foxglovesandalice.com) the 
tears also started to flow! We couldn’t 
have asked for anything better; she 
completely understood our vision 

Left to right: Carly and 
daughter with DIVA’s Roxy 
Bourdillon and Carrie Lyell 

couple of family-friendly festivals as 
well as attending The LGBT Mummies 
Tribe meetup in Essex. We are also 
trying for another baby, so are hoping 
to extend our family in the very 
near future.

Has getting married changed you as 
a couple?
Despite having a wonderful first year 
as newlyweds there have been some 
difficulties along the way. Howev-
er, this has brought us even closer 
together. We have worked hard on 
learning to communicate our frus-
trations and worries and feel like we 
have the perfect balance of support, 
friendship and love for each other.

What did you learn about yourselves 
and each other during the process of 
planning the wedding and get-
ting married?
We’ve learnt that Emma is even more 
laid-back than we thought and Carly 
is a complete perfectionist. Plan-
ning a wedding during our first few 

Two years ago, DIVA teamed 
up with Shotgun Weddings 
(shotgunweddings.co) on a very special 
competition to bag a wedding worth 
£15,000. The winners, Emma and 
Carly from Kent, moved the judges 
to tears with their heart-wrenching 
story of finding love after tragedy and, 
in November 2018, Team DIVA trav-
elled to Brighton for their beautiful 
wedding, which was filled with love 
and laughs. We caught up with them 
ahead of their first anniversary to find 
out how marriage has changed them.

DIVA: How has your first year of mar-
ried life been?
EMMA AND CARLY: Our first year as 
wives has been very busy! We enjoyed 
a wonderful “familymoon” with our 
children straight after the wedding. 
We were very lucky to also enjoy a 
week’s honeymoon, just the two of 
us, in Sardinia. Carly returned back 
to work after a year’s maternity leave 
and our little girl started nursery. We 
have been fortunate to also enjoy a 

 6 DIVA WEDDING SPECIAL

| WEDDING WINNERS |



PHOTOGRAPHER/PHOTOBOOTH 

EMMA JOANNE 
@ SHOTGUN WEDDINGS
Shotgun Weddings is owned by award-winning 
photographer Emma Joanne, who is also 
the principle snapper. Based in Brighton and 
specialising in same-sex nuptials, Emma considers 
herself an expert at capturing events in the city 
with her unique style of forward-thinking, outside-
the-box wedding photography and creative-
themed photobooth services.
shotgunweddings.co 
ej@shotgunweddings.co 
07807 468 555

FLORIST 

KERRY ASHBY @ 
FOXGLOVES + ALICE
“I start with really getting to know you and your 
vision, so our journey together is organic,” says 
Kerry. “Your ideas, however vague, will grow and 
together we will shape them into something 
truly memorable. And when that vision becomes 
a reality on the wedding day itself, our 100% 
dedicated and personal service continues.
“We will deliver and arrange all your flowers to 
your precise requirements. Unlike most florists, it 
doesn’t stop there. We stay at the venue to pin on 
those pesky buttonholes, be an extra pair of hands 
and move any arrangements from ceremony to 
reception as agreed. It will all happen, but you will 
not notice it happen!
“We also return to the venue to dismantle and 
remove any arrangements, meaning you have 
absolutely nothing to worry about with regard to 
any of your floral requirements at any time – it is an 
all-encompassing service, from beginning to end.
“Because my work will never be described as 
regimented or overly structured, there is no ‘inside’ 
or ‘outside’ when I work with you to create the 
magic of your big day. I love to create installations 
that blur the line between formal and natural.
“Flowers are life, and life is for living.”
foxglovesandalice.com 
kerry@foxglovesandalice.com 
07815 004 710

HAIR 

DAN CHAPMAN @ 
HOUSE OF HAIR BRIGHTON
Dan Chapman is a hairstylist from House Of Hair 

Brighton who’s been working in the industry 
for seven years. With a range of different 
achievements under his belt, he specialises in 
creating beautiful hair with a modern twist.
Instagram @danwchapman

MAKE-UP 

SARAH JANE ELLIS
Sarah is a creative make-up artist with over eight 
years’ experience. She specialises in bridal and 
photographic makeup.
sjemakeup.co.uk 
contact@sjemakeup.co.uk

CELEBRANT 

INFINITE LOVE
Sam Goodchild is an independent celebrant 
dedicated to creating a wonderfully personal 
wedding ceremony that is just right for you. She 
has a vast knowledge of ceremonies and, unlike a 
registrar, offers a completely personalised package 
reflecting all of your values and beliefs. Sam can 
perform humanist ceremonies or more spiritual 
ones. Her services include a two-hour consultation, 
drafting of your ceremony, the wedding rehearsal 
and officiating at the wedding blessing on the day.
infinitelove.uk 
sam@infinitelove.uk 
07512 347 498

LIVE DOVE RELEASE 

LAMBERT’S WHITE DOVE RELEASE
Weddings are wonderful, exciting, memorable 
days when lots of love and a huge amount of 
creative teamwork come together to give the 
couple the best start possible to their married life. 
A very special moment captured in memory and 
photo is a dove release. Seeing them fly changes 
the emotion of the crowd they circle above – there’s 
a sense of awe, wonder and freedom. Elegant and 
beautiful, they symbolise the occasion, and silently, 
with the beat of their wings, they leave a message 
of peace, love and hope for new beginnings... 
they’re truly magical!
lambertsdoves.co.uk 
brighton@lambertsdoves.co.uk 
07942 860 860

CEREMONY VENUE 

THE ROYAL PAVILION, BRIGHTON
The Royal Pavilion, a magnificent monument to the 
romantic era of the Regency period, is one of the 

most exotically beautiful buildings in Britain. Located 
in the heart of Brighton and Hove’s Cultural Quarter, 
it offers an unmatched setting for your wedding 
day. Built as King George IV’s seaside pleasure 
palace when the city was at the heart of fashionable 
Regency society, it was designed to entice, enrapture 
and enchant the great, the good and the grand of 
King George‘s court and now serves as an exquisite 
wedding venue. Following the passing of King 
George, his brother King William IV and niece 
Queen Victoria also at times resided here. Steeped in 
history, culture and heritage, the Royal Pavilion has 
been welcoming royalty and notable guests since 
the 1780s and many a royal romance has played out 
within its walls. Over the past 20 years it has hosted 
some of the most beautiful and unique weddings. 
Today, it has been restored to its original 1823 
splendour with Indian-style architecture comprising 
domes, towers and minarets contrasted with striking 
interiors inspired by the east. The glorious garden is 
one of the few fully reinstated Regency gardens in 
the country, where groups of flowers and flourishing 
evergreens frame striking views of the palace, 
creating a picture-perfect backdrop for images of 
your special day.
brightonmuseums.org.uk 
pavilionweddings@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
03000 290 905

RECEPTION VENUE 

PROUD COUNTRY HOUSE, 
STANMER PARK
Stanmer House is a beautiful Grade I-listed 18th 
century manor, set in 5,000 acres of stunning 
parkland, and is unique for its Brighton location. 
In the heart of the Sussex countryside, yet only 
minutes from the bustling city centre, it is nestled 
between the sea and the Downs. Steeped in 
history, the house has been beautifully restored 
and encompasses stylish and contemporary 
designs while retaining the original splendour. 
The vast grounds and manor house are the perfect 
setting for any wedding. Its sense of history and 
welcoming atmosphere create an environment 
that is both inspiring and comfortable, ensuring 
the happy couple and their guests will have the 
most wonderful day. From the moment they step 
through the grand entrance, the magic of the 
house comes alive.
stanmerhouse.co.uk 
vicky@proud.co.uk

BEHIND THE SCENES
THE DREAM TEAM THAT WORKED ITS MAGIC TO CREATE THE PERFECT DAY
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Emma (left) and Carly 
enjoying the ceremony
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our familymoon, and unfortunately 
we found the Dominican Republic 
not to be welcoming of two women 
with children. Despite an initial bump 
in the road, where they refused to 
believe our marriage certificate, we 
thankfully managed to get recognised 
as a newlywed couple and enjoyed 
our two weeks away.

What did it mean to stand up in front 
of your friends and family and make 
your vows to each other?
For us, it was so important to stand 
with each other making those 
promises. We spent hours writing 
special words to each other and for 
us to share those intimate feelings in 
front of family and friends made the 
words feel even more meaningful. It 
made us feel so truly grateful to have 
found each other, and sharing that 
with other people made our marriage 
feel more understood. It was our 
moment for people to see us both as 
individuals and as a couple in a way 
they hadn’t before.

EMMA AND CARLY’S TOP TIPS FOR YOUR OWN DREAM WEDDING

1 
Make it as 
intimate as  
you can 2 

Take time for 
each other away 
from everyone 
else

3 
Savour every 
moment 4 

Save a bottle of 
champagne for 
when you get 
home

and brought it to life for us. Music 
played a very important part of our 
special day and that, combined with 
the stunning service that Sam created 
for us, still has everyone talking about 
how truly magical it felt. We were both 
exceptionally nervous about our first 
dance and thanks to our band Groove-
Zoo it was everything we imagined. 
Who doesn’t love a couple of confetti 
canons!? Sadly, we didn’t get to eat any 
of our cakes on the day, because Miss 
Bean’s Cakes had done such a good 
job people had eaten it all before we 
got there.

What were the best bits of the day?
We had both written each other a 
card that we took time to read in the 

morning while we were getting our 
dresses on. It was really important for 
us to have personal time during the 
wedding, as we wanted to remember 
all of the day. The best bit was our 
final two minutes, dancing under 
an arch of sparklers to our favour-
ite song, heads pressed together. It 
really felt like the special moment we 
dreamed it would be.

Did you come up against any chal-
lenges in being a same-sex couple 
getting married?
All of our vendors and everyone we 
came into contact with regarding our 
wedding were respectful and inclusive 
of us as a same-sex couple. We took 
advice from travel experts regarding 

  It was really important for 
us to have personal time 
during the wedding”

>>>
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Paddock Wood 
Kent TN12 6EQ

Tel: +44 (0)1892 836 936 
Mob: + 44 (0)7851 227 669

thebutchclothingcompany.co.uk 
info@thebutchclothingcompany.co.uk



Something new

Something old

IVORY TWO-PIECE
houseofollichon.co.uk, top £325, skirt £895

FITTED DRESS
chichiclothing.com, £140

RED GOWN
theprettydresscompany.com, £159

GET ALL DRESSED UP IN LOVE SELECTED BY ROXY BOURDILLON

The brides wore

ORIGINAL 1940S DRESS
elizabethavey.com, price on request

ANTIQUE 1930S GOWN
heavenlyvintagebrides.co.uk, £1,250

1950S LACE DRESS
truebride.co.uk, price on request
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Because queer women 
can be vintage princesses, too

Clean lines and co-ords give a look 
that’s modern, chic and unique



THE BUTCH CLOTHING COMPANY
thebutchclothingcompany.com

ORHAN LONDON TAILORING
orhanlondontailoring.com

GOODRICH BESPOKE
goodrichbespoke.co.uk

TUXEDO
littleblacktux.com, jacket £122, trousers £81

SATIN JUMPSUIT
net-a-porter.com, £630

SEQUIN GOWN
sistaglam.co.uk, £145
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Something bespoke Make your big day extra special with a 
dream ensemble designed just for you

Something blue Break with tradition: bin the ivory 
and sparkle in shades of sapphire



www.wooltonandhewitt.co.uk

Together Forever

Made to Order  | Gold  |  Platinum  |  Fine Diamonds                                                  Fabulous Engagement & Wedding Rings  |  Online and by Private Appointment

ideas information ceremonies fun



Wedding advice for would-be brides: “Think 
about the comfort of your outfit! We 
actually wore trainers under our dresses, but 
I didn’t think about anything else. Will you be 
able to walk, sit, dance comfortably?”

Top wedding tip: “On the day, hold each other’s hands as often as 
you can and agree a communication method, such as eye contact, a 
wink or any gesture to signal that you’re both doing okay.”

RENEE BREEZE

NAI-LAH HUSBANDS

Top wedding 
tip: “Get a 
videographer. 
It was the 
best decision 
and well 
worth the 
extra cost.”

FAYE GOLDING

Weddingbelles
DIVA READERS 
SHARE SNAPS 
FROM THEIR 
BIG DAY 
WORDS SOPHIE 
GRIFFITHS

Planning any event can be a difficult 
time, but weddings definitely have a 
reputation for being the worst. It’s 
meant to be the happiest and most 
enjoyable day of your life, but we’re 
well aware it can be stressful and 

emotional, too. There’s a lot to think 
about in the run up to your big day. 
Who should you invite? What will  
you wear? Add to that navigating 
homophobic micro-aggressions 
coming from every direction and 

you’ve got quite the challenge on your 
hands. We spoke to brides who have 
been there and done that, so get 
inspired with these tips and tricks.

Share your own wedding story @DIVAmagazine
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Top wedding tip: “Go on a luxury or adventurous 
honeymoon. We got married as postgrad students, so 
a big honeymoon wasn’t really on the cards. I wouldn’t 
change anything about our days, though.”

What they would do 
differently: “We would’ve 
slowed down a bit. We were 
both really conscious of 
wanting to spend time with 
our guests and making sure 
everything was running 
smoothly. We wish we’d just 
slowed down a little more, 
relaxed into the day a bit 
and taken some time to 
soak it all in.”

ERICA GILLINGHAM

KATIE AND KIRSTIE

Biggest regret: “We 
overestimated the amount of 
food we would need and were 
very sad about the food waste 
created. In retrospect, we 
would have provided sustainable 
containers for guests to take 
food leftovers home.”

CLARA AND EVELINA
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Favourite moment of the day: 
“When the last song of the 
night played – (I’ve Had) The 
Time Of My Life from Dirty 
Dancing (Amy’s parents’ first 
dance song at their wedding). 
We both randomly did the 
famous lift at the end of 
the song with some help 
from some of our stronger 
wedding guests. Amazing.”

Favourite moment: “Looking at Audrie during 
the ceremony. She had this huge grin the 
whole time. I can’t believe I’m the person who 
gets to make her feel like that.”

LAURA AND AMY

LINDSAY WHITE

Top wedding tip: “Don’t fall for 
the bridal industry’s complex 
demands. We did everything 
as cheaply, simply and small 
as possible, and it was still 
so lovely and romantic. What 
matters is the people and 
the love between you and 
your partner.”

ANDREA LAMBERT

17

| READERS’ WEDDINGS |



Wedding advice for would-be 
brides: “Have a few pictures 
taken before the ceremony 
if you’re not superstitious 
about that kind of thing 
– it gives you more time 
to enjoy the wedding 
party afterwards.”

Favourite moment of the day: “When Sarah 
came down the aisle and was standing beside 
me, I was no longer nervous and it felt like it 
was just the two of us in the room smiling and 
giggling together.”

REBECCA KERRIGAN

PAMLI BIRRING
Biggest regret: “I would have NOT started 
drinking at 10am because I was nervous. 
I had finished a bottle of red by the time 
we were walking down the aisle and don’t 
remember seeing the room! Really killed 
the moment for me.”

LYDIA SANTIS

 18 DIVA WEDDING SPECIAL

| READERS’ WEDDINGS |





FROM THE TRAILBLAZING DANES AND A LITTLE DUTCH COURAGE, 
TO NORTHERN IRELAND, COSTA RICA AND BEYOND, DANIELLE 
MUSTARDE LOOKS AT THE HISTORY OF MARRIAGE EQUALITY

A friend recently asked, “How many 
countries have legalised same-sex 
marriage?” and I realised, in that 
moment, that I actually wasn’t all 
that sure. A handful of the most 
recent countries to do so, including 
Ecuador, Taiwan – the first in Asia 
– and Austria came to mind, but I 

wasn’t sure precisely how many had 
come before, or indeed who had led 
the way.

As we approach 2020, and the 
20th anniversary of the first ever 
country to legally recognise same-sex 
marriage, it seems a good time to 
reflect upon how the push for  

#MarriageEquality has progressed 
across the world. Which countries 
kickstarted the marriage equality 
movement? Who’s likely to legalise it 
next? And will we ever see a majority 
of nations legally recognise same-sex 
(or indeed, non-binary) marriages? 
History buffs, assemble.

#COPENGAYCAN
Same-sex marriage was first legalised in 2000, 
but before that – 30 years ago this year, in fact 
– Denmark became the first country to allow 
same-sex couples to register legal unions under 
its Registered Partnerships Act of 1989, an act 
which held almost identical rights to those given to 
heterosexual married couples. A hugely important 
milestone, it would create a domino effect across 
Europe throughout the 90s, 00s and beyond.

DUTCH COURAGE
Though other countries follow in Denmark’s shoes 
with civil unions, the first country to fully legalise 
same-sex marriage as equal to that of opposite-sex 
marriages is the Netherlands. The Dutch legalise 
same-sex marriage in 2000, with legislation 
coming into full effect  a year later. “We are always 
a bit ahead of other countries,” a spokeswoman for 
the Dutch Embassy told The Washington Post. “We 
had those discussions years before other countries 
even started.”

19
89

20
00

THE FIRST SAME-SEX 
LEGAL UNION
On 1 October 1989 
– the same day 
Denmark legalise 
civil unions – Ivan 
Larsen, an ordained 

minister of the Lutheran church, and his partner 
Ove Carlsen, a psychologist, are legally joined – 
the second couple in the world to do so. “It was 
a pioneering act to get married that day,” Larsen 
told Danish newspaper The Local on the couple’s 
30th anniversary this October. The couple who 
beat them to it – Danish activists Axel and Eigil 
Axgil (pictured) – have sadly both since died.

THE FIRST SAME-SEX MARRIAGES
“The mayor of Amsterdam officiated at the 
marriages of four gay couples at the stroke 
of midnight on Saturday, immediately after 
legislation enacted last year went into effect to 
allow such ceremonies,” The New York Times 
reported. “The couples – three male and one 
female – nervously held hands and exchanged 
vows to fulfil the duties of matrimony set out 
in Dutch law. ‘There are two reasons to rejoice,’ 
Mayor Job Cohen told the newlyweds at the 
ceremony, in City Hall. ‘You are celebrating your 
marriage, and you are also celebrating your right 
to be married.’”A L
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A CHANGE OF HEART
One well-known example 
of a fierce opponent 
of same-sex marriage 
changing their heart 
(and mind), is that of 
Hannie van Leeuwen, 

who, as an opposed, 
Christian-Democratic 
senator at the time of the 
parliamentary debates 
in The Netherlands, later 
publicly said: “At the 

time I opposed same-sex 
marriage, I was led by 
fear. Having seen so 
many gay and lesbian 
couples getting married, 
I realise I was wrong. 

I don’t understand 
anymore what made me 
treat gays and lesbians 
differently from other 
citizens.” (Human Rights 
Watch, 2013)

BELGIUM FOLLOWS
Three years after the Dutch 
legally formalise “those 
discussions”, the Belgians 
become the first to follow 
suit. The nation had offered 
limited rights to same-sex 
couples since 1998, but 
seal the #MarriageEquality 
deal in January 2003 to 
little controversy. In 2006, 
parliament also grants same-
sex partners the right to adopt.
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A RIPPLE EFFECT
The Netherlands and Belgium 
create something of a ripple 
effect... In the following seven 
years, Canada and Spain 
(2005), South Africa (2006), 
Norway (2008), Sweden 
(2009), Iceland and Portugal 
(2010) all pass laws to make 
same-sex marriage legal at a 
rate of more than one country 
per year.

AVANT-GARDE ARGENTINA
As we welcome a new decade, 
Argentina becomes the first 
in Latin America to legalise 
same-sex marriage. “In 
spite of vigorous opposition 
from the Catholic Church 
and evangelical Protestant 
churches,” the Pew Research 
Center writes, “the measure 
passed both houses of the 
Argentine legislature and 
was signed into law by 
President Cristina Fernández 
de Kirchner.”

DENMARK MAKES 
IT OFFICIAL
In the summer of 2012, 
original trailblazers Denmark 
pass a bill making same-sex 
marriage legal – meaning 
couples now have the right 
to marry in state churches; 
though the clergy themselves 
aren’t required to perform 
same-sex weddings. This 
follows a 2010 ruling allowing 
same-sex couples in registered 
unions to adopt children.

21
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vALENTINO vecchietti – A NOTE ON INTERSEX EQUALITY AND MARRIAGE
“There is no legislation or 
designated pathway for those 
born with intersex variations 
who have the wrong birth 
certificate. This can present very 
real problems when it comes to 
marriage. A person with intersex 
variations can try to go through 
the trans healthcare pathway 
in order to correct their birth 

certificate. But when you don’t 
have a trans narrative, trying to fit 
into a healthcare pathway that is 
designed for a population distinct 
from you, creates further senses of 
isolation and distress.
If you have a trans binary identity 
there is a clear pathway and 
legislation to support you to 
change your birth certificate. 

You can have the correct birth 
certificate when you marry 
your partner.
Not every person who is born 
with an intersex variation will 
have an issue with birth certificate 
assignment. And just because our 
physical bodies are not binary, 
does not mean that our sense of 
gender identity will be non-

binary. Some intersex people will 
have sexualities that are LGB or 
straight. And some will identify as 
trans or non-binary. But currently, 
for intersex people there are no 
provisions to ensure equal access 
to marriage.
Love is Love, but only for those 
included in the Equality 
Act 2010.”

SCOTLAND and 
LUXEMBOURG
Just pipped to the post by 
its neighbours, despite 
introducing legislation earlier, 
Scotland legalises same-sex 
marriage on 4 February 
2014, with the first couples 
marrying in December. A year 
later, Scotland is recognised 
as “the best country in Europe 
for LGBTI equality”. On 18 
June 2014, Luxembourg also 
legalises same-sex marriage. 
The bill, which took effect in 
early 2015, is championed by 
prime minister Xavier Bettel – a 
gay man.

MAKE AMERICA 
GAY AGAIN
By the end of 2015, 23 
countries around the world 
have signed legislation to 
legally recognise same-sex 
marriage, as the US, Finland, 
Ireland and Greenland 
all take the step. The US 
Supreme Court rules that the 
Constitution guarantees same-
sex marriage throughout 
the country (11 years 
after it was first 
made legal in 
Massachusetts); 
the five-to-
four decision 
resting, in part, 
on the court’s 
interpretation 
of the 14th 
Amendment as 
a guarantee of 
equal protection 
under the law.

COLOMBIA COMES OUT
On 28 April 2016, Colombia 
becomes the fourth country 
in Catholic-majority South 
America to legalise same-
sex marriage, following its 
Latin American neighbours 
Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil.

ENGLAND and WALES
Another busy year for 
#MarriageEquality, 2013 
sees England and Wales get 
with the programme. The 
first same-sex weddings take 
place at midnight on 29 March 
2014. Peter McGraith and 
David Cabreza, John Coffey 
and Bernardo Marti and 
Andrew Wale and Neil Allard 
are among the first to tie the 
knot. Uruguay, New Zealand, 
France and Brazil also join the 
celebrations in 2013.
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SANDI TOKSVIG RENEWS VOWS
That same day, a crowd of 
around 2,000 people gather 
to watch comedian and DIVA 
fave Sandi Toksvig and her 
partner Debbie renew their 
civil partnership vows.
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MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY TODAY
At the time of writing, 28 coun-
tries across the world legally 
and fully recognise same-sex 
marriage*. According to a 
recent “global snapshot” on gay 
marriage by the Pew Research 
Center, “Worldwide, most of 
the countries that allow gay 
marriage are in western Europe. 
Still, a number of western Eu-
ropean nations, including Italy 
and Switzerland, do not allow 
same-sex unions. And, so far, no 
countries in central and eastern 
Europe have legalised gay 
marriage... Figures [in support 
of same-sex marriage] in Poland 
(32%) and Hungary (27%) are 
higher, though Poles and Hun-

garians who support same-sex 
marriage remain in the minority. 
The Czech Republic is the only 
country out of 19 surveyed in 
central and eastern Europe 
where a majority of adults (65%) 
support gay marriage.”

Whichever nation next wel-
comes same-sex marriage, we’re 
reminded that, as of 2019, the ma-
jority of the world’s 195 countries 
still do not. In fact, it works out at 
less than 15% of the world. So, the 
next time someone says to you, 
“Why do we even need Pride any-
more? You can get married now!” 
Perhaps – without dismissing how 
far we’ve come since Axel and 
Eigil Axgil first shared their vows 
in Copenhagen’s City Hall – you 
can remind them of that.

NON-BINARY MARRIAGE?
So, what of the future? Well, one 
group of LGBTQI people who 
aren’t legally recognised at all 
when it comes to marriage are 
those who don’t fit into strict, 
binary gender identities – wheth-
er non-binary, fluid or intersex. 
If someone who is non-binary 
chooses to marry in the tradition-
al sense, for example, in the vast 
majority of countries they 
must marry as either 
“male” or “female” – 
with the exception 
of a few countries 
who now allow 
an “X” marker to 
be used on official 
documents. As 
trans and non-bina-
ry activist Fox Fisher 
wrote earlier this year: 
“What might seem like a small 
and pointless change to many is 
actually an incredible recognition 
of and sign of acceptance for 
those who identify outside the 

gender binary.”
Wherever in the world you 

are, and whether same-sex 
marriage is legal in your country 
or not, one thing is crystal clear; 
as an international community, 
we have to keep shouting for 
equality for all, both in the 
public and private spheres. 
Resting on our laurels simply 
isn’t an option. After all, 

whatever your cultural, 
religious or societal 

background, love is a 
fundamental 
human emotion. 
At the very core 
of the marriage 
equality 

movement, at 
least, there is only 

one truth which 
needs to be understood: 

#loveislove.

*Hopefully, our neighbours in Northern 
Ireland will have also joined that list by 
the time you, DIVA reader, are seeing this.

...WHO’S NEXT?
Northern Ireland and Costa Rica are set to 
become the 29th and 30th countries in the 
world to enshrine marriage equality in law. 
To do so, Northern Ireland must pass a 21 
October deadline before it becomes “law of 
the land”, it is hoped, in 2020. Costa Rica is 
also on track to legalise same-sex marriage 
after it was given an 18-month timescale to 
implement the law in August 2018, which 
will make it the first country in socially 
conservative Central America to do so.

GERMANY, MALTA 
and AUSTRALIA
During 2017, Germany, Malta and 
Australia all legalise same-sex marriage. 
Germany becomes the 15th European 
country to pass the legislation in June 
that year; Malta’s parliament almost 
unanimously voting to legalise 
same-sex marriage a month later, 
and Australia voting in favour of 
legalising same-sex marriage (by 
a 62% to 38% margin) in a non-
binding, nationwide referendum 
in December.

THREE, IT’S THE MAGIC NUMBER
A late bloomer by western European 
standards, Austria legalises same-sex 
marriage in January 2019 and, on 17 May 
2019, Taiwan legalises same-sex marriage, 

becoming the first in Asia 
to do so. Ecuador’s 

Constitutional Court 
follows on 12 June, 
ruling that same-
sex couples have 
a right to marry, 
making it the latest 

country in the world 
to do so.
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DID YOU KNOW?
The majority of adults in all 15 countries in western Europe support 
same-sex marriage. Support is even higher in Sweden (88%), Denmark 
(86%) and the Netherlands (86%). (Pew Research Center, 2017)
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Suranne Jones
Heather Peace 

Rebecca Loos
Rachel Shelley

An exciting new entertainment platform 
for lesbian, bi and queer content.

Join the party with Suranne Jones, Heather Peace, Rachel Shelley, 
Alicya Eyo, Saara Aalto, Desiree Akhavan, Sinitta, Rebecca Loos, 

Victoria Broom, Lots Holloway, Guinevere Turner 
plus many more LBT+ women and their friends...

DIVA is proud to present

divaboxoffice.com



Arlia (left) and Tara

DANCING 
WITH HER

AHEAD OF ITS SECOND BIRTHDAY, TARA BAKER AND ARLIA 
HASSELL TELL DIVA HOW THEIR OWN ENGAGEMENT INSPIRED 
SAME-SEX WEDDING MAGAZINE DANCING WITH HER
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photograph of the finished ring sent 
via email. We were on holiday at 
the time, hiking with my dad in the 
mountains. The excitement was so 
overwhelming, I contemplated pro-
posing to Arlia on that trip with just 
the photograph! Once I physically had 
the ring, there was a little extra spring 
in my step. I sat with her mum and 
asked if she would mind if I married 
her daughter – which, I might add, 
was much more nerve-wracking than 
it needed to be – and I planned to fly 
Arlia from the Gold Coast to Mel-
bourne that weekend and propose in 
the city where we fell in love.

And then?
I picked Arlia up from work, bags 
packed, and started driving to the 
airport. She complained the whole 
way about how she was tired and 
didn’t want to go anywhere! We got 
to Melbourne and checked in to our 
hotel. I didn’t have a solid plan, all I 
really knew was that I was incredibly 
nervous... When the time came, I 
pulled her in close, got down on one 
knee, said some words and asked 
her to marry me. Arlia thought that 
something was wrong, because I was 
crying and couldn’t get any words out. 
I passed her a notebook I had put to-
gether, which was a diary of the past 
six months. It described all of those 
really magical moments, about get-
ting the ring and all the feelings and 
emotions that I’d felt along the way.

How did you know it was the “right 
time” to propose?
If we’re honest, we probably started 
talking about marriage in the first 
months of dating. A year into our 
relationship, we were on a romantic 
holiday for Arlia’s birthday. We sat 
on a secluded beach watching the 
sunset and made a choice together to 
elope – we wanted to be together for-
ever, wife and wife. Just a few hours 

later, she had a bicycle accident that 
resulted in her having to have brain 
surgery to save her life... Thankfully, 
she woke up from a coma a week 
later. However, she had no recollec-
tion of the conversation we’d had. 
It was also very clear to us that our 
focus needed to be on healing Arlia, 
so plans of marriage were put on the 
back burner. A year down the road, 
I felt like we were finally starting to 
get to a place where we could move 
on with our lives, and decided then 
that it was the perfect time to ask 
her to marry me.

And then, of course, came Dancing 
With Her. How was that first year?
A rollercoaster. Within the first 
year, we taught ourselves how to 
build a website, how to build a print 
magazine and endured the marriage 

  We couldn’t find one 
magazine that 
represented our love – 
and it broke our hearts”

TOP TIPS FOR AN ECO-FRIENDLY WEDDING

1 
Take the time 
to research 
where the 
stones in your 
engagement 
rings have 
come from

2 
Consider 
where and how 
outfits have 
been made –  
or think about 
buying from 
a vintage or 
second-hand 
store

3 
Instead of 
handing out 
wedding 
favours, 
donate to a 
local charity in 
guests’ names

4 
If you have 
the space 
available, 
why not try 
growing your 
own flowers?

5 
Opt for an 
environmen-
tally friendly 
vegetarian or 
vegan menu

It’s 2016 in Melbourne, Australia – a 
year before the sprawling nation 
would legalise same-sex marriage – 
and newly-engaged couple Tara Baker 
and Arlia Hassell are on the cusp of 
having a (soon-to-be-life-changing) 
lightbulb moment, albeit one sparked 
by frustration and sadness.

After rushing to the city’s biggest 
magazine shop to stock up on wedding 
inspo, the couple instead found them-
selves left wanting. “Australia didn’t 
have marriage equality at the time, 
but we knew LGBTQI+ couples who 
were getting married anyway, so we 
thought there would be something out 
there for us,” explains Tara. “But we left 
empty-handed. Despite hundreds of 
titles, we couldn’t find one magazine 
that represented our love, and it broke 
our newly-engaged hearts.”

Thankfully for the international 
lez/bi community, rather than simply 
cursing the wedding industry’s 
(seemingly total) lack of diversity and 
inclusion, the pair took things into 
their own hands. “We were having a 
picnic in a local park together, dis-
cussing how we were feeling about it 
all, when I turned to Arlia and said, 
‘If we feel this way, there have to 
be other queer women feeling the 
same. We need to do something’.” Lo 
and behold, Dancing With Her was 
born as an Instagram account one 
week later.

Now a wedding magazine em-
powering women who love women, 
DWH will this November celebrate its 
second birthday. But how have those 
first couple of years at the helm of the 
publication been for wife-and-wife 
power couple Tara and Arlia? What’s 
the reaction been like from the wider 
wedding industry? And, most pressing 
of all, #tellusyourengagementstory-
please. (They didn’t disappoint...)

DIVA: How did you propose?
TARA BAKER: I remember getting a 
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From left to right: Michaela & Alysha captured by Fox & 
Kin; Anne and Kira captured by Lightsmith Images; 
Nicole and McKenzie captured by Emma Weiss 

equality debate in Australia. There 
were absolutely days where we want-
ed to give up, but the community that 
we were building kept us going. It was 
really clear, even after the first few 
weeks, that DWH didn’t just need to 
exist: it needed to thrive.

The wedding industry is still incred-
ibly heteronormative. What’s the 
reception been like?
It’s funny, because we have such a 
global audience, it’s clear which coun-
tries are doing really well in terms 
of being more inclusive of diversity 
in the wedding space and which 
countries still have a little way to go. 
For the most part, the reception has 
been one of support – and sometimes 
curiosity. For some, it’s the very first 
time they’ve seen LGBTQI+ love sto-
ries authentically shared. Sometimes, 
unfortunately, there is resistance. It’s 
not always roses.

Has there been a wedding story that 
has touched you most over the past 
two years?
TARA: This is like asking us to pick 
a favourite child... But there is one. 
It was under a waterfall, just the 
couple, two witnesses, the celebrant 
and photographer. One bride wore a 

dress she had in her closet, the other 
one she’d found at the thrift store the 
day before. It was just so beautiful 
and heartfelt. To us, it displayed the 
true meaning of what marriage is – so 
much more than just a wedding day.
ARLIA: We also both really love 
weddings between people who have 
been together for years and years. To 
think of the adversity and challenges 
they’ve had to overcome over the 
years to finally – and legally – wed 
is incredible.

After working with so many couples, 
do you feel that you can recognise 
“true love”?
TARA: When we hear a couple talk 
about how they got engaged after a 
mutual decision over dinner, nothing 
fancy and no ring, we know that 
there’s an incredibly strong love. The 
same goes for couples who ditch 
traditions and do exactly what they 
want on their wedding day. There’s 
an incredible mutual respect for one 
another. They’re equal; a team.

In what ways do you think the west-
ern concept of marriage is changing?
It’s becoming less about traditions 
and more about the love between the 
people choosing to marry.

What alternative trends and 
traditions have you come across 
since launching?
We see more and more couples 
choosing to elope or have really 
small weddings. These days are sole-
ly focused on the couple and they’re 
always beautiful. We are also seeing 
a lot of people choosing to have a 
“first look” before the ceremony and 
then walk each other down the aisle, 
rather than have a parent giving 
them away. There’s also been a huge 
rise in sustainable and ethical wed-
dings.

What’s next for Dancing With Her?
We’ve just shared our 300th story 
which, to us, is 300 otherwise untold 
stories. There’s still a lot of education 
needed but, at its core, the wedding 
industry is built on love and so it 
should celebrate love in all of its 
forms. We’re also... [drum roll please] 
expanding into another magazine! 
Dancing With Them will launch in the 
new year with the aim of amplifying 
the voices of those LGBTQI+ people 
who don’t see themselves in Dancing 
With Her.

Want more? Visit dancingwithher.com 
or follow @dancingwithher
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And the worst?
The unruly hours!

What advice would you 
give someone pursuing 
a similar career?
Don’t be afraid to take up space. 
There are a lot of wedding 
professionals out there, but it 
doesn’t mean there isn’t a space 
for you. The industry can feel 
cliquey, but it’s up to us to 
find our way – which doesn’t 
necessarily mean adhering to 
any group. We can create our 
own communities.

DIVA MEETS LEXIE LENOIR FROM 
QUEER WEDDINGS UK

Queer Weddings UK is an independent wedding 
planning company founded by UK Black Pride’s 
director of operations, Lexie Lenoir. Planning and 
organising weddings for five years now, Lexie is always 
on hand to make her clients’ vision a reality. 

Planning your own wedding? Visit 
queerweddings.co.uk to find out more

What’s the 
best thing 
about your job?
Sharing your 
knowledge with 
your clients 
about certain 
things that 
work/don’t work. 
Showing them 
different ways to 
do things.

Where do you see 
yourself in five years?
Flourishing and developing my 
brand and my business in a way 
that will put my community at 
the forefront. I have ideas that 
are brewing and I can’t wait for 
everything to happen!

Did you ever have any doubts 
about being out at work?
Absolutely. I created Queer Weddings UK so I can 
be myself fully, without holding back. In companies 
I have worked for, I always had a sense of hiding 
a very important side of me and it made me feel 
erased. People liked me because of my personality 
without knowing what was really going on in my 
personal life, and it was working for me until it 
became hard not to be able to talk about it.

What was the driving 
factor in deciding 
to “go for it”?
The lack of diversity in the industry 
was a pivotal factor for me. The 
queer community is bountiful and 
there isn’t enough representation. 
I had a number of conversations 
around the subject with people 
completely put off weddings 
because they didn’t see themselves 
in magazines or on social media. 
I wanted to give my community 
the space and opportunity to 
celebrate themselves without 
thinking that this is not for them 
and, most importantly, without 
feeling tokenised.

Has your sexuality, gender identity 
or race ever been an issue?
It has been and still is. Being a black queer 
woman is no walk in the park, but I have my 
own privileges, which I’m more than happy 
to take advantage of when I can to address 
issues within our community.

What’s the best career 
advice you’ve been given?
Not everyone is for you and you 
are not for everyone.

How do you 
measure success?
By my level of happiness. 
If it doesn’t bring me 
happiness, I’m checking 
out. 

Who inspires 
you professionally?
I’ve forever been inspired by 
Kathy Romero. It’s not just her 
wedding skills that I admire, 
but also her business advice. 
She’s a beast!

What one superpower would 
make your job easier?
I would sprinkle stardust that gives everyone 
the ability to understand why we need more 
diversity in our industry.

What has been the biggest 
challenge, and how did 
you overcome it?
Starting my own business and finding 
my way through a saturated wedding 
industry. I had to really push through 
and find my own path. Also, fighting 
on the daily to change the aesthetic 
of the wedding industry and making 
sure our diverse community is seen 
and heard.

How did you first get into 
wedding planning? 
Pure coincidence. I was working for 
a hotel at the time and they needed 
someone to look after weddings, 
so I jumped in. I had no experience 
whatsoever, although I had been 
working in events for years, but felt so 
happy and comfortable doing it. After 
this experience I never looked back!

a wedding planner?
What’s it like to be…
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1  PRIDE IN 
JEWELLERY
Rings specially designed 
for your love
wooltonandhewitt.co.uk 
From £1,000

2 SLOUCHY TEE
#WifeyForLifey
etsy.com/uk/
shop/14thFloorApparel 
£20.31

3 BRIDE SQUARED
The perfect card for gal 
pals getting hitched
etsy.com/uk/shop/
OWhatAFeeling 
£3

4  PLANNER STICKERS
Get ready to slay your wedmin
etsy.com/uk/shop/
HighlandBellePlans 
£3.38

5  WEDDING INVITES
How could you not RSVP 
to these cuties?
peachwolfe.com 
£2.49 each

6 CLITTER
Pussy-powered confetti 
for the newlyweds
lesbianhenparty.com 
£3.99

7  RAINBOW 
BUNTING
Make your big day even gayer
getitrapt.com 
£22

PICK’N’MIX
Say hello to our latest obsessions

1

2

5

3 7

6

4
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 PinkWeddingVenues     @PinkVenues     pinkweddingvenues

WEDDING VENUES DIRECTORY
Brought to you by Pink Wedding Venues pinkweddingvenues.co.uk

Leasowe Castle Hotel, Merseyside 
leasowecastle.com

Ocean Kave, North Devon 
oceankave.co.uk

Ashdown Park Hotel & Country Club, East Sussex 
ashdownpark.com

Lower Barns, Cornwall 
lowerbarnswedding.co.uk

Cley Windmill, Norfolk 
cleywindmill.co.uk

Highfield Park, Hampshire 
highfieldpark.com
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Glen-Yr-Afon House Hotel, Monmouthshire 
glen-yr-afon.co.uk

Bruntsfield Hotel, Edinburgh 
thebruntsfield.co.uk

Broadoaks Country House, Cumbria 
broadoakscountryhouse.co.uk

East Dene, Isle of Wight 
eastdeneiow.co.uk

Dulwich Picture Gallery, London 
dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk

Nailcote Hall Hotel, Warwickshire 
nailcotehall.co.uk
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The Italian Villa at Compton Acres, Dorset 
the-italian-villa.co.uk

The Mandolay Hotel, Surrey 
guildford.com

The Wellbeing Farm Wedding and Events Venue, Lancashire 
thewellbeingfarm.co.uk

Tree Top Escape, Devon 
treetopescape.co.uk

Searcys at The Gherkin, London 
searcysatthegherkin.co.uk

Grove House, London 
grovehouseroehampton.co.uk
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Rossett Hall Hotel, Wrexham 
rossetthallhotel.co.uk

The Wood Norton, Worcestershire 
woodnortonweddings.com

Oakley Hall Hotel, Hampshire 
oakleyhall-park.com

Stapleford Park Country House Hotel and Sporting Estate, Leicestershire 
staplefordpark.com

The Great Barn, London 
greatbarnvenue.uk

Wakehurst, West Sussex 
kew.org/venue-hire
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